CHAPTER XXVII
OIL-SHALE
petroleum was discovered in the United States, a small
quantify of oil was produced by the distillation of a volatile type of
bituminous coal            cannef From the crude oil so obtained, a
product                for illumination was manufactured.    Thus there
was a coal-oil industry in this country antedating the petroleum
industry.
flowing welk of petroleum were developed, the coal-refining
industry- found it impossible to compete with the natural product;
and it was not long before the petroleum industry held undisputed
sway In the production of liquid fuels. All that was left of the early
commercial efforts to win oil from solid bituminous matter was the
term coal-oil, which came to be erroneously applied to illuminating
oils of pel role iini origin, and is even so used to-day. The bounty of
nature supplanted the ingenuity of man; the lavish flow of petroleum
from the earth cut short the growth of coal-refining for over a half
century.
Of late years, again, the production of oils from bituminous min-
erals has come to the fore, but this time the chief interest is focused
upon bituminous shales, products \vhich are related to the cannel
leaner in volatile, oil-forming components. The revival
of the '* rock-oil " industry is coming from a new and unexpected
quarter. Work conducted by the U. S. Geological Survey in 1913
called attention to extensive shale-oil deposits in Colorado, Utah,
and Wyoming, where hundreds of square miles "were found to be
underlain by !>ed,< of bituminous shale, much of it capable of yielding
distillation upwards of 1 barrel of oil to the ton. Since that
time, the growing inadequacy of domestic petroleum to support
the demands It has created has been gradually turning commercial
attention not only to the Reeky Mountain deposits but to oil-yielding
shales and coals in many other parts of the country, but the industrial
efforts in respect to these leaner sources of oil supply are still feeling
their way in an attempt to sound the possibilities in the new direc-
tions.. The whole movement has likewise been seized upon by pro-